Graywater Laundry to Landscape System
Owner’s Manual

The purpose of the manual is to explain the features of the graywater system located at ___________________________   and to provide the user with proper care and trouble-shooting instructions. These instructions are to remain with the building throughout the life of the system, and upon change of ownership/occupancy, the new owner/occupant shall be notified that the building contains a graywater system.
Turning the Graywater System Off
Locate the 3-way valve and make sure it is labeled correctly. Turn the handle to direct the wastewater to either the landscape or sewer system. Always check to make sure the water is going to the intended area.  
When the Graywater System Should Be Shut Off
· During the rainy season (typically November through April)
· When washing dirty diapers

· If water isn't draining well and you see pooling or runoff
· If you think your plants are receiving too much water

· Anytime household products that are harmful to plants (i.e. bleach, harsh cleaners) are used


Note:  Harmful chemicals (i.e. gasoline, oil, etc.) should be disposed of through Hazardous Waste.
Products That Should Be Avoided

· Salt (sodium) 
· Boron (borax)
· Chlorine bleach
When using products that could be harmful to plants, wastewater should be diverted to the sewer system by turning the 3-way valve.     

Maintaining the Graywater System 

Like any irrigation system, seasonal maintenance should be performed. In between maintenance check-ups, keeping an eye on the overall performance of the system is very important. Pooling or runoff should not occur. Maintenance or trouble-shooting steps include:
· Mulch/Distribution Basin – Check the mulch/distribution basins regularly. It is important that they remain sized appropriately to prevent pooling or runoff during the graywater surge of a clothes washing machine, bathtub or shower. Mulch should be replenished as needed due to decomposition of organic matter. Basins will require periodic maintenance, reshaping or removal of dirt to maintain surge capacity and to accommodate plant growth. If you notice any pooling or runoff, you should dig out the mulch area, size appropriately and fill with new mulch (wood chips or bark). 
Check for clogs – Make sure water is coming out evenly from all distribution points. If uneven distribution is observed, you should[image: image1.png]icuuy’
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 open any partially closed ball valves, attach garden hose to the clean-out point and flush system with water to eliminate any stuck particles.  Note: Anytime you attach a garden hose to the system make sure you have an anti-siphon valve or vacuum breaker on your garden hose bib and make sure the distribution system is disconnected from the graywater system.
The Graywater System Must Comply With the Following
· The system directs graywater to an appropriately landscaped area.
· No root vegetables or edible food parts come in direct contact with graywater.
· No overhead/spray irrigation is connected to the graywater system.
· There is at least two (2) inches of mulch, rock, soil, or appropriate permeable cover where graywater is released.
· Graywater will be contained on the site where it is generated.  
· Pooling or runoff is prohibited and will be considered a nuisance, subject to your City’s Code Enforcement 
· Wastewater derived from activities such as cleaning car parts, washing greasy or oily rags, disposal of waste solutions from home photo labs or other activities that contain hazardous chemicals shall not enter the graywater system. 
· The system design shall allow the user to direct the flow to the irrigation or disposal field or the building sewer. The direction control of the graywater shall be clearly labeled and readily accessible to the user.
· The system has been designed and installed to prevent contact with humans and pets.  
· No storage is permitted (i.e. storage tank or tub).
· Water used to wash diapers or similarly soiled garments will not be used for irrigation; it will be diverted to the sanitary sewer or septic system.
· The system does not include a potable water connection or a pump. Note: The pump in a clothes washer is not considered part of the graywater system.
· The system does not affect other parts of the building, such as the electrical or structural components.
